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2. In the event of mass civil disobedience, a district or tahsil should
be treated as a unit, and therein a vast majority of the population must
have adopted full swadeshi and must be clothed out of cloth hand-
spun and hand-woven in that district or tahsil, and must believe in and
practise all the other items of non-co-operation:
Provided that no civil resister should expect to be supported out of
public funds, and members of the families of civil resisters undergoing sen-
tence will be expected to support themselves by carding, hand-spinning,
and hand-weaving or any other means;
Provided further that upon application by any Provincial Congress
Committee, it is open to the Working Committee to relax the conditions
of civil disobedience, if it is satisfied that any conditions should be waived.
Those who were eager to start civil disobedience immediately
brought forward a series of amendments which they supported
with considerable skill, and yet the speeches were models of brevity.
Every one of the amendments was rejected after the fullest dis-
cussion. The chief debater was Maulana Hasrat Mohani who being
impatient for civil disobedience could not understand the imposi-
tion of the tests laid down for would-be civil resisters. One and
only one addition was accepted at the instance of the Sikh dele-
gates. They are most sensitive about their special rights. If,
therefore, Hindu-Muslim unity was maintained, Hindu-Muslim-
Sikh unity in the Punjab must also be insisted upon. "Then why
not mention the others?" was the burden of other speeches. The
result was that "unity among all the communities professing other
religions" was added. It is a wise addition, for it shows that
Hindu-Muslim unity is not a menace but it is a symbol of unity
among all.
Whilst, therefore, there is perfect unanimity in the Com-
mittee, it would be wrong to suppose that there is no obstruction
or opposition in the Committee. The Maharashtra party is a
capable and drilled body. It has adopted the programme more
from loyalty to the Congress and the rule of majority than from
deep conviction. It is giving a trial to a programme in which it
has no implicit faith. It makes its presence felt by mild obstruc-
tion. But it is too patriotic to carry obstruction to the point of
destruction. Mr. Abhyankar1 fortifies it by his sledge-hammer
oratory. Mr. Aney2 supports it by his calm logic. Mr. Jamnadas
Mehta3 is the free lance of the party. He effectively uses the Com-
1  M. V. Abhyankar from Nagpur
2 M. S. Aney (b. 1880) from Berar
3  1884-1955; member, A.I.G.G., 1921-31